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1
DECORATIVE ORNAMENT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There are a vast array of charms, jewelry, and different
ornaments which are designed to attach to shoes in order to
enhance the decorative nature of footwear. However, these
prior shoe ornaments commonly require that the charm or
like ornament be attached to cumbersome holders or they are
riot securely fastened to the footwear. Many such decorative
articles are bulky and protrude into or obtrusively outward
from the shoe. None of these prior ornaments are designed
for use with shoes having slit pocket openings.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The decorative ornament of the present invention is
particularly configured to be used with footwear having
topside slit openings. This type of footwear has its genesis
from the “penny loafer”, a type of slip-on shoe having a
diamond-shaped slit pocket opening on its upper surface,
Once worn mostly by men, this style of shoe is now also
commonly worn by women who want to make a classic, yet
casual fashion statement.

The shoe ornament comprises a thin, disc shaped plate
member which fits into the top slit pocket opening of the
shoe or an accessory with a similar opening. An extendable
clasp is secured to the plate member. One or more decorative
charms, each having a ring shaped section, are positioned
around the crosspiece and extension member of the clasp.
The decorative section of the charm hangs down from the
clasp and extends over the upper surface of the shoe or
accessory.

The shoe ornament is innovative in its use and function in
that it allows easy interchangeability for multitudes of
different charms and pendants on all shoes or articles i.e.
high heels, belts, wallets, etc. having a small loafer styled slit
pocket opening, without the need for any glue, bolts, screws,
sewing or cumbersome attachments.

When the disc shaped plate member is combined with its
clasp member, it becomes a usable, functional, universal
charm and pendant holder, allowing for smooth insertion
into any shoe or article that has a slit pocket opening. The
wearer can then personally choose whatever charm, pendant
or gem she decides to hang from the shoe or accessory. The
invention offers the wearer an interchangeable new look
with no limitations on any standard sized charm or pendant.

Other types of snaps, pins and adhesives are messy, bulky,
do not fit flush/snug to the host or they can mark up, indent,
crinkle and/or damage the shoe or article. However, the
invention resolves this by fitting flush and snug inside the slit
pocket opening, while permitting clean and efficient inser-
tion and removal without leaving any marks or damage.

The clasp side of the decorative ornament would be
manufactured so as to allow the clasp to swing open and
close with a snug locking fit. This is created by having one
side of the clasp with a tightly gripping latch to lock it in
place and the other side the ability to swing open and close
using a hinge or equivalent element.

Although a straight clasp is the option used for the
description herein, the clasp can have a wavy or twirled
look, be made with a hook, loop or even have gemstones
added onto it for sparkle. It can also be made from most
metals or plastics i.e. gold, silver, steel, brass, etc. and can
be made longer to hold more than one charm at a time.

The decorative ornament gives the shoe or article a whole
new look and style without having to permanently affix a
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2

charm onto the article’s slit pocket opening itself or having
to connect each single charm, one by one, onto separate
holders.

The novel features which are considered as characteristic
of the invention are set forth in particular in the appended
claims. The invention, itself, however, both as to its design,
construction and use, together with additional features and
advantages thereof, are best understood upon review of the
following detailed description with reference to the accom-
panying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is a perspective view of the shoe ornament in place,
the ornament maintaining decorative charms over the shoe.

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the shoe ornament and a
decorative charm.

FIG. 3 is an elevation view of the shoe ornament in the
closed position, with its extension member in the retracted
position.

FIG. 4 is an elevation view of the shoe ornament in the
closed position, with its extension member in the extended
position.

FIG. 5 is an elevation view of the shoe ornament in the
open position, with its extension member in the extended
position.

FIG. 6 is a top view of the shoe ornament with a
decorative harm in place and further showing the manner in
which two charms can be utilized on the ornament.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the shoe ornament with a
decorative charm in place.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the shoe ornament with a
decorative charm in place and further showing the manner in
which two charms can be utilized on the ornament.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Shoe 1, with upper surface 2, is similar in design to what
has come to be known as a “penny loafer.” In keeping with
this type of design, top slit pocket opening 4 is located
through upper surface 2. However, shoe 1 is made decora-
tive by the addition of shoe ornament 10, specifically
configured for this type of shoe.

Shoe ornament 10 comprises thin, disc shaped plate
member 12 having top surface 14 and bottom surface 16.
Clasp base 18, with upstanding end connector section 20, is
soldered or otherwise permanently secured to top surface 14
of plate member 12. Clasp crosspiece 22 is rotatably
mounted to clasp base 18 by pin 24. In a first or “ornament
closed” position, see FIG. 3, crosspiece 22 is maintained
adjacent to end connector section 20 of clasp base 18, such
that the crosspiece is substantially parallel to the clasp base.
In a second or “ornament open” position, see FIG. 5,
connector element 26 is lifted off end connector section 20
and crosspiece 22 is rotated back, away from clasp base 18.

Extension member 30, having end section 36, is slideably
mounted beneath crosspiece 22 and is held in place by tabs
extending down from the crosspiece. Tab 32 is shown in
FIGS. 3-5 and, it can be appreciated that another tab, not
shown, extends down from the opposite side of cross-piece
22. In the first, or “ornament closed” position, end section 36
snaps over and rests against end connector section 20 of
clasp base 18, see FIG. 3.

Pull tab 38 conveniently allows extension member 30 to
be slid out, to the edge of plate member 12. Stopper arms 40
and 42, extending out from extension member 30, contact
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tab 32 and the opposite side tab on crosspiece 22 to prevent
extension member 30 from being separated from the cross-
piece. In this extended “ornament closed” position, end
section 36 snaps over and rests against upstanding connector
element 26 on plate member 12, to assist in maintaining
extension member substantially parallel to the clasp base,
see FIG. 4.

In use, plate member 12 is inserted into slit pocket
opening 4 of shoe 1. Crosspiece 22 is separated from clasp
base 18 and placed in the “ornament open” position. In this
position, one or more charms 50 can be positioned over shoe
1. Charm 50 has decorative section 52 and ring section 54.
One or more of the ring sections 54 of charms 50 are placed
around crosspiece 22 and, if extension member 30 is slid
outward, over the extension member as well. Crosspiece 22
is then rotated back to the “ornament closed” positions, in
which end section 36 snaps over and rests against end
connector section 20 in the non-extended “ornament closed”
position, and end section 36 snaps over and rests against
connector section 26 in the extended “ornament closed”
position, to carry charm or charms 50 on the crosspiece and
to extend the charms over upper surface 2 of shoe 1.

The type and number of charms 50 can easily be changed
by rotating crosspiece 22 away from clasp base 18, remov-
ing the charms on the crosspiece and replacing them with
different charms with ring sections. This allows users an
infinite variety of decorative options for their footwear or
other accessories which have a slit pocket opening.

When the user no longer desires to utilize the decorative
shoe ornament, plate member 12 is simply removed from slit
pocket opening 4.

Certain novel features and components of this invention
are disclosed in detail in order to make the invention clear
in at least one form thereof. However, it is to be clearly
understood that the invention as disclosed is not necessarily
limited to the exact form and details as disclosed, since it is
apparent that various modifications and changes may be
made without departing from the spirit of the invention.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A shoe having an upper surface comprising:

a slit pocket opening on the upper surface; and

a decorative shoe ornament, the shoe ornament compris-
ing:

a disc shaped plate member having a flat top surface, a
flat bottom surface, and an upstanding connector
element, the plate member being positioned within
the slit pocket opening;

a clasp base consisting of a single, flat, straight member
having an upstanding connector section, said base
being secured directly to the flat top surface of the
plate member;

a flat, straight clasp crosspiece rotatably connected to
the clasp base for movement between first, second,
and third positions;

a flat, straight extension member slideably mounted on
the clasp crosspiece, said extension member having
an end section being slideable to a position to the
edge of the plate member, whereby in the first
position the end section of the extension member is
secured to the connector section of the clasp base
such that the clasp crosspiece is substantially parallel
to the clasp base, in the second position the end
section of the extension member is secured to the
connector element of the plate member such that the
clasp crosspiece is substantially parallel to the clasp
base, and in the third position the clasp crosspiece is
rotated away from the clasp base; and

at least one charm having a decorative section and a
ring section, said ring section circumscribing the
crosspiece or the extension member, said decorative
section extending over the upper surface of the shoe.

2. The shoe as in claim 1 further comprising a plurality of
charms, each charm having a decorative section and a ring
section, said ring sections circumscribing the crosspiece and
the extension member, said decorative sections extending
over the upper surface of the shoe.
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